English
GOURDS - PACKAGE OF PRACTICES
Soil

Fertile sandy loams and alluvial soils containing organic matter with a pH of 6-5. Water logging
should be avoided.

Climate
It is a warm season annual. Optimum temperature for germination will be 28-32°C.
Season
As per the regional practices and timings but summer season is preferable.
Seed
e Bitter Gourd : 600-700 grams per acre
e Ridge Gourd : 400-500 grams per acre
e Bottle Gourd : 500-600 grams per acre
e Sponge Gourd : 400-500 grams per acre
Spacing
e 180 cm x 60 cm for ground system
e 150 cm x 60 cm for staking
e Staking should be done 25—-30 days after sowing
Irrigation

Water supply is critical during the growth and development of plant but absolutely critical during
flowering and fruit bearing stage.

Manures & Fertilizers
e FYM: 10-12 tons/acre
e NPK:32:20:30 kg/acre

Basal Dose:
12 grams DAP and 7 grams MOP per plant

1st Top Dressing:
20 days after sowing : 15 grams urea and 5 grams MOP per plant

2nd Top Dressing:
45 days after sowing : 10 grams urea and 5 grams MOP per plant
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