ENGLISH — MARIGOLD PACKAGE OF PRACTICES
Climate & Importance
Marigold is popular among gardeners and flower dealers because of:
e Easy cultivation and wide adaptability
e Free flowering and short duration
e Wide range of colors, shapes, and sizes
e Good keeping quality
Soil Requirement
Well-drained, deep, fertile sandy loam soil with good water-holding capacity is ideal.
Suitable soil pH: 7.0 - 7.5.

Spacing

Tagetes erecta
1. 40x40cm
2. 40x30cm
3. 45x30cm
4, 60x45cm

Tagetes patula
1. 20x20cm
2. 20x10cm
3. 30x30cm
4, 30x20cm

Propagation

By Seeds

e Seed rate: 7000—10000 seeds (25—30 g) per acre.
e Optimum temperature for germination: 18-30°C.
By Terminal Cuttings
e Use 10 cm long cuttings treated with Seradix No.1.
e Used for maintaining varietal purity.
Transplanting
Select one-month-old seedlings having 3—4 true leaves for transplanting.
Manures & Fertilizers
Apply:
e 100kgN
e 100 kg P,0s
e 100 kg K,0 per hectare during land preparation.
Remaining 100 kg Nitrogen should be applied in 2 splits at 30 and 40 days after transplanting.
Weeding
3-4 manual weedings are required.
Pre-emergence Herbicides
e Atrazine @ 1-2 kg/ha
e Pendimethalin @ 1.5-2 kg/ha
Post-emergence Herbicides
e Paraquat @ 1.5 kg/ha
e Glycel @ 1 kg/ha
Irrigation
Irrigation frequency depends on planting season.
Provide irrigation at 4-5 day intervals.
Pinching



Remove apical shoots at early stage to promote more branches and flowers.
Pinching at 40 days after transplanting increases flower yield.

Staking
Tall plants should be supported using bamboo sticks.
Diseases

1. Damping off

2. Collarrot

3. Leafspot

4. Blight

5. Inflorescence blight

6. Powdery mildew

7. Viral diseases — CMV and Aster yellow virus
Pests

1. Red spider mite

2. Hairy caterpillar

3. Leaf hopper

4. Japanese beetle

5. Tarnished plant bug

6. Slugs
Harvesting

e Harvest flowers at full bloom stage.

e  Pluck flowers during morning or evening hours.

o Irrigate field before harvesting for better flower freshness.

e Cover harvested flowers with moist gunny bags before marketing.
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