English
MUSKMELON — PACKAGE OF PRACTICES
Climate

Muskmelon thrives best and develops the highest flavor in a hot dry climate. It is grown as a summer
crop.

Soil

Muskmelon is mainly grown on sandy and sandy-loam soils on river beds. Other soil types are also
suitable for cultivation. The optimum soil pH is 6 to 7.

Sowing of Seeds

Seeds may be sown from November to March in plains and April to May in hills. Transplanting of
about one-week-old seedlings may also be done. Seed rate is 2 to 3 kg/ha.

Manures and Fertilizers

Apply 30-50 cartloads of FYM at the time of soil preparation. 80 kg Nitrogen, 40 kg Phosphorus and
Potassium are recommended. Half dose of Nitrogen and full dose of Phosphorus and Potassium
should be applied at sowing. Remaining half Nitrogen should be applied one month after
transplanting.

Irrigation
Irrigation should be given whenever necessary.
Harvesting

Maturity is judged by change in external fruit colour, softening of rind and development of abscission
layer. Mature fruits slip easily from the vine.
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